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Springfield School District 1 File No. SLD-309801 

1 

) 

Springfield, Vermont 1 

Federal-State Joint Board on 1 CC Docket NO. 96-45 
Uiii\:ersal Service 

Changes to the Board of Directors of the 
) 
) CC Docket No. 97-21 

, , ,  
Nalional Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. 

ORDER 

Ad opi ed : .Tune 11,2003 Rclcased: ’ ” Jun’e 12,2003 

By the Telecoiiunuiiicatioiis .Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau: 

1 .  The Telecommunications Access Policy Division has under consideration a 
Reqiicst Eoi- Waiver tilcd by Spi-ingfield School District, Springfield, Vermont (Springfield), 
s c d i n g  a \auivei of tlle Conmission’s rules governing the schools and lihraies universal service 
siipport niccl ia i - t is in.  
Funding Ycar 4‘002.* For the I-C:?SOIIS set forth below, we deny the Waiver Request. 

I Specifically, Springfield requests a waiver of the filing deadline for 

2. I n  its deciyion. SLT) determined that Springfield’s application had been filed after 
llic close o:’the .January 17, 3002 FCC Form 471 filing window.3 Springfield requests a waiver 
of the Cominission’s rules because the staff nieniber responsible for filing the application 
suffcred from seccie health and personal issues. 
a cli,anted becmse as ofNo\~eniber 2002, it had not received a notification from SLD indicating 
that tlic application had been filed after thr  filing deadlinc5 

4 Springfield also argues that a waiver should he 

’ l-erlet~ T t r m  J o x p h  Silver, Spriii$eld Scliool Disrrict, io Fedcral Communications Commission, filed December 4, 
2002 (Waiver Request). Scc[ion 54.719(c) ofthe Commission’s rules provides that any person aggrieved by an 
nctioii taken by a division of the Utiiversal Service Administrative Company (Administrator) may seek review from 
the C‘oiiitnission. 47 C.F.R. 5 54 719(c). 

.S’c \Yni\,er Request 

’ Porlcard frotn Schools and Libra1 ies Division, Universal Service Administrative Company, to J.D. McCutchan, 
Spriiigfield Super District 56, darcd November 22, 2003. 

‘ W?iivcr Request. 

’ Id 
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3.  We find that a waiver is not appropriate. A waiver from the Commission is 
nppropriate if q~ecial  circumstances \varrant a deviation from the general rule, and such deviation 
\ m i l d  better scrve the public intci-est than strict adherence to the general rule.6 'Applicant's 
assertion that the employee i.esponsible for filing the application suffered from severe health and 
pci-sonai issues is not a special circumstance warranting a waiver of the filing window.' Further, 
w e  have consistently hcld i n  the past that i t  is  the applicant who has responsibility ultimately for 
the timely submission of its application.* Thus, regardless of when Springfield received notice 
of the late-filed application, i t  was the Springfield's responsibility to file a timely and complete 
:q$ication befoi-e the close of the filing window. As a result, we do not agree that this is 
\tifficicnt justification for waiver. Therefore, we affiJin SLD and deny the Waiver Request. 

4 .  ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to authority delegated under 
scctions 0.91, 0.291, 1.3, and 54.722(a) o f h e  Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $9  0.91,0.291, 1.3, 
and 54.722(8), that the Waiver Request filed by Springfield School District on December 4, 2002 
IS DENIED. 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Mal-k G. Seifert 
Deputy Chief, Telecommunications Access Policy Division 
Wireline Competition Bureau 

,l!oriheu.\r Ceiiuiur Telephone Co. I' FCC, 897 F.2d 1164, I166 (D.C. Cir. 1990) (Norrheasr Cellular); see also 
l lA/7~Rudio I: FCC, 418  F.2d 1153. I 159  (D.C. Cir. 1969) (stating t h a t  the Commission ]nay take into account 
collsidei~arions of hardship. equity. 01 imoie effective implementation ofoverall policy on an individual basis), cerl. 
,k,nu:d. 409  I I  S 11127 (1972). 

' Set' Rry l i r s r  ,for Il'urver by an  i i i  ci iniexs, Federal-Siuie Joiiu Board on Univer.sa1 Service. Changes io rhe Board 
~ J D ~ ~ e c l o r s  u f the  biiioiial ExcAuI?ge Cuuier Associalion, Inc., File No. SLD- 262426, CC Docker Nos. 96-45 and 
97-2 I ,  Order. DA 02-642 (Coin. CaI. Bur. IcI. March 19,2002) (denying waiver request in  case involving employee 
illness). 

' S'er FCC Ol'd!-i 7i/c,s <'a/dlw// Te/ci,ision,s A.i,yocjuies, Lid., Public Notice, 5 8  RR 2d 1706, 1707 ( I  985) .  
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